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JANUARY FEBRUARY MARCH 

TUESDAY 8TH JANUARY 
EYE CHURCHYARD 
Chance to get some fresh air, and work off the 
Christmas pud in preparing ground for spring 
flowers 

TUESDAY 5TH FEBRUARY  
ST LEONARDS CHURCHYARD, LUDLOW 
Every task to clear brambles uncovers a bit more 
history! 

TUESDAY 4TH MARCH  
ST LEONARDS CHURCHYARD, LUDLOW 
Every task, uncovers some wildlife!  We will take to time to 
listen to, watch and record birds in the bushes. 

TUESDAY 15TH JANUARY 
HOPESAY CHURCHYARD 
Path, hedges and brambles – a variety of work in 
this quiet Shropshire churchyard. 

TUESDAY 12TH FEBRUARY 
EYE CHURCHYARD 
Trees and shrubs, identification, planting and 
putting up bat and bird boxes 

TUESDAY 11TH MARCH 
EYE CHURCHYARD 
WILDFLOWER MEADOW CREATION 
Come and spread seeds to create a meadow area. 

TUESDAY 22ND JANUARY 
CLIFFORD CHURCHYARD 
Come and help finish the repairs to the wall whilst 
enjoying beautiful views of the Black Mountains 

TUESDAY 19TH FEBRUARY 
LITTLE DEWCHURCH CHURCHYARD 
Meditation area – complete the walling, planting and 
paving in this peaceful corner.) 

TUESDAY 25TH MARCH  
HENTLAND CHURCHYARD 
A close look at the ancient stones whilst doing repairs to 
the boundary walls. 

TUESDAY 29TH JANUARY 
HENTLAND CHURCHYARD 
Make homes for wildlife, put up bird and bat boxes 
in this historic churchyard.�

SATURDAY 23rd FEBRUARY 
CLIFFORD CHURCHYARD 
 
HAZEL HURDLE MAKING DAY ( see below 

SATURDAY 29TH MARCH 
TREES IN SHROPSHIRE CHURCHYARDS ����
TRAINING DAY ON TREE SURVEYING AND 
MANAGEMENT  (See below) 

 TUESDAY 26 th FEBRUARY 
HATFIELD CHURCHYARD 
Winter work including hedge tidying and clearance 
for spring flowers. 
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·  Task day: 10.00 am to 3.30 pm on site, with a lunch break 
·  Pick-up points: Hereford, Leominster or Ludlow Railway Stations 

depending on task location, or meet on site.  Let us know if you 
need picking up  

·  Travel expenses can be paid 
·  Tasks and location may change from this programme at short 

notice 
 
You will need to bring: 

·  Old, warm, work clothes or overalls, strong work boots, (not 
trainers or sandals), work gloves, waterproofs 

·  Lunch including plenty of drinks. 
 
Certificated training 
In future, certificated training will be offered to those who want it.   
 
Task days will include looking at and recording wildlife.  You might like to 
bring a camera or binoculars, if you have them. 
 
CONTACT DETAILS    Tel: 01568 611154  
Email:- info@cfga.fsnet.co.uk  
Web:-  www.caringforgodsacre.co.uk 
 
Please ring CfGA office by Monday lunchtime to book pick-up and 
confirm attendance  
 
 
Printed on recycled paper. 
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 SATURDAY 23 rd FEBRUARY 
ST MARY’S CHURCHYARD, CLIFFORD, NEAR HAY-ON-WYE ����
����
HAZEL HURDLE MAKING TRAINING DAY 
 
Woven hazel hurdles can be used for a variety of things in a churchyard, 
and can often be made for free using timber from hazel coppice from the 
church or nearby.  Come and learn how to split hazel and make hurdles 
for protecting chest tombs, disguising compost heaps, or marking areas of 
wildflower grassland.  Contact the office to book a place by 30th January. 

 SATURDAY 29TH MARCH 
TREE SURVEYING AND MANAGEMENT WORKSHOP  
SOUTH SHROPSHIRE CHURCHYARDS  
 
An essential day for people involved in 
churchyard management!  Led by Phi 
Evans, and tree surveyor, the day will 
include how to survey a tree for damage, 
disease and bats and how to manage it for 
the future. 
 
 
Contact the  office to book a place by the 
7th March. 
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These plants are found in churchyards in the Welsh 
borders, and associated with winter and Christmas. 
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In pre-Victorian times, the holly was called a “Christmas tree”, the tree’s 
evergreen leaves and long lasting berries were associated with eternity and the 
power to ward off evil and destruction.  Christian symbolism connected the red 
berries with Christ’s blood, and the prickly leaves with the crown of thorns.  Holly 
and ivy were associated in pre-Christian winter celebrations, where a boy would 
dress in suit of holly leaves, and girl in ivy and parade around the village to bring 
Nature through the darkest part of the year to re-emerge for another year’s 
fertility. 
 
Although considered unlucky to fell a holly tree, the foliage was used as winter 
livestock fodder, and the wood is good for carving.  Drinking milk from a holly 
bowl was said to cure whooping cough. 
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Ivy is a climbing plant, which uses trees and stonework for support.  Contrary to 
popular belief, it does not kill trees, but the weight in the canopy can increase the 
chances of a weakened tree blowing over.  Bats and birds roost in the branches, 
and late summer flowers provide good food for insects. 
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This parasitic plant grows on trees, especially fruit trees.  Mistletoe was believed 
to help keep the tree alive through winter, and this led to it becoming a symbol of 
friendship…and hence kissing! 
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ST LEONARDS CHURCHYARD, LUDLOW 
 

�  On the site of a Carmelite friary, founded in 1352 by Sir Laurence of 
Ludlow 
 

�  St Leonard was a Frankish 6th century man, who is Patron Saint of 
Prisoners, and lived as a hermit, preaching and healing. 

 
�  The friary and medieval chapel of St Leonard was closed in 16th century, 

and the building was dismantled in the mid 18th century, with only the 
boundary walls remaining. 

 
�  From 1869 to the 1st World War, the site became burial ground for St 

Laurence’s Church and 1400 gravestones were erected.  Other paupers 
graves would be unmarked. 

 
�  The Victorian Chapel of Rest was designed by George Gilbert Scott. 

 
�  It is now a quiet haven in Ludlow for wildlife and people. 

 

 

	��������������	�
��	��
������	�
�	��������������	�
��	��
������	�
�	��������������	�
��	��
������	�
�	��������������	�
��	��
������	�
�     ����
����

o !��
����
�"�������������	����	����	�����!��
����
�"�������������	����	����	�����!��
����
�"�������������	����	����	�����!��
����
�"�������������	����	����	������ ���
o #�
������������	��	����
���	��#�
������������	��	����
���	��#�
������������	��	����
���	��#�
������������	��	����
���	��� ���
o $�������
$�������
$�������
$�������
	���
��������������
����
�����	�	���
��������������
����
�����	�	���
��������������
����
�����	�	���
��������������
����
�����	�

������������������������ ����
o 
���	�	���������
	��	����	���		������������%
���	�	���������
	��	����	���		������������%
���	�	���������
	��	����	���		������������%
���	�	���������
	��	����	���		������������%� ���
o ��	���
��������	�����
����	���
��������	�����
����	���
��������	�����
����	���
��������	�����
��� ���
o �����������	���"�
�����	�����������	���"�
�����	�����������	���"�
�����	�����������	���"�
�����	� ���
����

��
�����������������	������%��
�����������������	������%��
�����������������	������%��
�����������������	������%� ���

����������������%
����������������%
����������������%
����������������%� ���

 



 

CARING FOR GOD’S ACRE – we are an independent 
conservation charity, working in Herefordshire and South 
Shropshire.  
 
The Churchyard Task Team project provides opportuni ties for 
people to discover new skills while helping to cons erve special 
local churchyards. We are working with the churches  shown 
below. 
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The Churchyard Task Team is a group of volunteers g etting 
together to help with practical conservation tasks in some of 
the beautiful churchyards of Herefordshire and Sout h 
Shropshire. 
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·  Discover new skills 
·  Care for country churchyards  
·  Enjoy beautiful surroundings in good company    

Contact details:-  
Caring for God’s Acre, 6 West Street, Leominster, HR6 8ES 
Tel:- 01568 611154    
Email:- info@cfga.fsnet.co.uk  
Web:- www.caringforgodsacre.co.uk 
It has been funded by the Heritage Lottery Fund 
 

 


